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Phil, 2. 1 12, 13. Work out your Salvation with Fear 
pax 7 rembling, for for it is God which worketh in 


you both to Will and Do of his Good Pleaſure. 


time, that moſt Men inſtead of be- 
ing in Earneſt about the Eternal Eſtate of 
their Immortal-Souls, they are in Jeſt, 
and inſtead of the working out. of their Salvati- 
on with Fear and Trembling, commanded by 
God, they too ſoon forget that Men was at 

firſt made Spiritually-minded, and muſt be Spi- 
ritvally-minded before they go hence, or they 
ſhall never ſee God, Rom. 8. 6. For we know that 
if our Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be deſtroy'd, 
we have a Building of God, a Houſe not made with 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. 
oy appointed for —_ Men once to ds, and, 


F we ſeriouſly conſider, and it is high _ | 


tit is certain that in 


(4) 
hatſoever Eſtate we di 
ja it we ſhall remain; for where the Tree fal 
eth, there it ſhall lye ; yet he that dies in tt 
Lord, is bleſſed, for he reſts from his Labour 
and ſhall remain for ever in Abrabam's Boſon 
which is the Paradice of God; he that dies | 
his Sins goes down to the Priſon, out of whic 
is no Redemption, and ſhall never get a Licenc 


to come back to learn to die over again, Suc 
4s every Man dies in the laſt Day of his Lik 
ſuch ſhall he be judged in the laſt Day of t 


World: It is therefore a ſpecial Point of Wil 


dom ſo to live, that by living we may lear 


to die; that a Godly Life may prepare tt 
Way to a Happy Death, and may make us ſv 
of a joyful Reſurrection; if the Life be Good 


the Death, whatſoever it be, cannot be Evil 


If the Life be Evil to the End, the Deat! 
whatſoever it be, cannot be Good; remembe 
Sin is a bad Bed-fellow, but a worſe Grave 


fellow; and if it Sleep with you, it will Awa 
-with you, when the dreadful Trumpet hal 


Sound, Ariſe ye Dead, and come. to Fudgment 


It is very profitable in - our Life to think o 


Death, and to remember that every Work ar 


ſecret Thing muſt be bronght to Judgment 
Our Saviour at the Banquet in Betbania had hi 


Conference of bis Death and Burial, and Joſe; 
of Arematbea had his Sepulchre in bis Garden 
both of them teaching us to Seaſon the Ple: 
ſures of our Life with the Reſemblance « 
our Death: For Meditatio mortis Vita eſt pi 


fea, that is, the Meditation of Death is perſe 
Lie . How hall good People in _—_ 
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know of a better? Two Ways, chat is, Firſt, 
the Words of our Saviour in John 14. 2. 
In my Father's Houſe are many Dwelling Places, | 
if it were not ſo 1 would have told you; I go 
fo prepare a Place for you; ſo that there is 
not only a Place for him, but for all his. 
Secondly, we know it by the Perſwaſion of | 
Faith, which is proper only to God's Elect 
Children EffeQually Called; let bad People 
doubt, but let good believe, that God will, 
thro' the Valley of Death, lead us to Eternal 
Life. Our Life on Earth is no Inheritance, 
our Breath is but a Vapour z we here have no 
continuing City therefore. | 
Memento Homo quia pulvis eſt it inpuluverum 
reverter; that is, remember Man thou art 
but Duſt, and to Duſt thou muſt return. 
And thoſe dainty Women that will not ſuf- 
fer ſo much as the Soles of their Feet to 
touch the Earth, muſt at length lay down, 
not the Soles of their Feet only, but the 
Crown of their Head alſo, to be Covered 
with it, The Labour of Man in his Life 
is to turn over the Earth with the Sweat o 
his Brows, ſeeking in her Bowels Food and 
Fewel, Materials for Buildings, and Minerals 
of ſundry Metals for his other Uſes, in all 
which ſhe renders to Man her Service, re 
ceiving at length a Recompence, Man in 
Boſom, to fill up her Wants, whoſe fige 
Fleſh is turned by her, without difficulty, 
into Duſt, We ought to confider, 1/a. 1. 
11. Thy Pomp is brought down to the Grave 
and the Sound of thy Viols ;, the Worm is ſpreas 
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is 


| under thee, 


; 


| | Fould be content to be ſmothered, quick 


n ; 
under and the Worms cover thee; yet nel. 
ther art thou for Pride the more precious: 


For the higheſt Trees are not the moſt Fruit. 


ful; the mighty Oaks of Baſan bear Fruit for 
the Swine, where the little Vine-tree renders 
comfortable Fruit for Man, neither can thy 
Height prote& thee againſt Death, for even 
; Gold-thirſty Babel, which grew up like a great 
Tree, ſo high that the Fowls of Heaven made 
their Neſt under it, was at length brought to 


the Grave like an Abominable Branch; ſo ſhall: 


it be with the Pomp of all Fleſh, the Worms 


mall be ſpread under thee, and the Worms 


| ſhall cover thee. It is written of Agathorles, who 


| |" of aPotter was made a King, that he cauſed to 


*Fforniſh bis Table-Veſſels, ſome of Gold, and 
+ 'Jome of Toam, that by one he might be ſerved 


Aas a King, and by the other admoniſhed that he 


was once a Potter. And it much more becomes us, 
who now are called to the high Dignity of the 


Sons of God, to remember what we were before, 


thankful to our God Pſ 1 39. 1 9.SaithDavid, Surely 


I | that ſo we may be hombled in our ſelves, and be 


| | | thou wilt ſlay the Wicked,OGod, depart from me there- 
+ | fore ye Bloody Mien. The Lord will fulfil the De- 
ſires of them that fear him, whether it be Righte- 


duſneſs here, or Glory hereafter. There are Two 
Evils that troubles Men; Firſt, the Fear of Sin, 


| | re% the Fear of Death. It is a Paſtime to do 


Wickedly, only they fear Death and Judgment, 


1 | There is no Death ſo horrible which they would 
not willingiy imbrace, provided it would free 


them from the Conſcience of their Sins. They 
Moun- 
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ans fall upon them, and cover them. Death, is 
a biting Serpent to the Wicked, when the 
wretched Sinner in his cold Sweat and dying 
Groans, with his Precious Soul ready to de- 
part, the Conſcience on the Wrack, biting and 
tearigg, him like a Lion; the Devil, God's Exe» | 
cutioner, ſtanding. by, and looking on, the 
Heart under Dejections and ſinking Deſpair; his 
Eyes dim and fixed, the Heart-ſtring ready to | 
break with Pain, his Wife, Children, and Friends, 
at the Bed · ſide, weeping, crying, ſighing, wring⸗ 
ing their Hands, the Children crying out, Alas, 
my Father, the Wife crying out, alas, my Hf: , 
band, the poor periſhing Soul all this while 
looking backward upon his miſ-ſpent Time, and 
paſt Sins; looking in his Heart be findeth no 
Chriſt, no Grace, nothing but Sin, Death, 
Darkneſs; looking upwards to that God that 
hath been provoked, that Chriſt that hath . 
rejected, to that Heaven and Eternity that he 
hath loſt; and looking downward to the dark 
1 be | and dreadful Pit that mult be his Portion, with: 
a fearful looking for of Judgment, ſeeing the 
Devils ready to ſeize him, O what a dreadfu 
Ne- | Outcry or Shriek will that Soul make when it 
hte. | departs, perceiving itſelf ſinking down to the 
wol Bottomleſs Pit, and Burning Lake, where he 
muſt take up his Lodging with devouring Fire te 
do] all Eternity : But a true Chriſtian is contrary 
I the wicked, and is like our Saviour Chriſt, as you 
| | may Read in Jobn 18. 8, If ye be ſeeking Jeſus, 
am he; let theſe go their Way. 

It was told to a Heathen that by his Enemi 
Means he was condemn'd to die; he anſwered 
th 


nel. 
20s * 
vit- 
for 


that long ſince Nature had given ont the Sentence 
ppon them as well as upon him, If ſuch Strength 
Was in a Heathen, what ſhould there be in a 
Chriſtian? The very Heathea ſeems to have a 
Sight and Knowledge of that City, through 
which runs the Water ot Life, in every fide 
[thereof the Tree of Life; this is the Glorious 
Building, into which our Souls are carried by 
Angels; therefore if our Life be the Life of 
the Righteous, we ſhall die the Death of 
the Righteovs, which God grant; therefore un- 
to thee, O Lord God, who hath given us Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding, and hath unfolded 
Myſteries to thy People which they knew not, 
and deep Things which they underſtood not, 
and hath placed in their Souls a Senſe of Good- 
heſs, and the Characters of thine unexpreſſible 
Love, teaching us in Darkneſs, and inſtructing 
hs ia the Night Seaſon, that we may behold the 
profound Depths of thy lafinite Wiſdom, to 
— moſt Great and Infinite Three in One, the 
moſt Holy Being, and Eternal Fulneſs, to the 
Dmnipoteat Word, whoſe Goings forth were 
bf Old, even from Everlaſting, the Unconceiv- 
able and Immenſe Fountain of Health, and Sil- 
pation, who mad'ſt all Things by the Word of 
thy Power, and canſt do whatever thou pleaſeth, 
a the moſt Holy, Unerring, aud Unbounded 
Spirit of Truth, who repleniſheth the Infinite 
pace, and runneſt through, and pierc'd all 
hings, to the only Good God, the Incompre- 
enſible Being, my humble Soul renders all Holy 
rear, Reverence, Honour, Glory and Praiſe, 
om henceforth to Eternal Ages. Amen. 
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